NEWS RELEASE

Respond to:
P.O. Box 185
Trenton, New Jersey 086250185
(609) 292-8700

[} A /[ 4

FOR RELEASE:

CONTACT: FREDERICK M. HERRMANN,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
December 10, 1997

Frederick M. Herrmann, Executive Director of the New Jersey Election Law
Enforcement Commission, announced today that, as of the 20-day postelection reports,
campaign spending for the 1997 general legislative election increased by 40 percent over

! the amount spent in 1993, the last year when both houses of the Legislature, as well as the

Governor, were up for election.
Herrmann stated that “this legislative election is the most expensive in New
| Jérsey history.”
| f “Approximately $21.3 million was spent in 1997, compared to $15.2 million in

1993,” said Herrmann. “This increase was partially caused by the spending of political

party committees at the State and county levels.”

As a result of campaign finance law reform in 1993, these 48 commiittees are able
to receive up to $30,000 per year from contributors; a candidate, on the other hand, can
receive only $1,800 per election from individuals, corporations, and unions and $5,900
from PACs.

“Political party committees are in a position to raise and spend highly significant

amounts of money in legislative races,” said Herrmann.

Located at: 28 W. State Street, 13" Floor, Trenton, New Jersey
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The Commission recommended in its eleventh and twelfth White Papers
(analyzing fundraising and spending by Statewide and county political party committees)
that the $30,000 contribution limit for money received by the two State political party
committees be reduced to $15,000 and the $30,000 limit for the four political party
legislative leadership committees and the 42 county political party committees be reduced
to $10,000. Such a change would minimize any appearance of undue influence by these

committees in the electoral process.

Spending by Senate candidates increased by 74 percent in 1997, but spending by
Assembly candidates increased by only 8 percent. The Senate spent $12.9 million in
1997 and $7.4 million in 1993. The Assembly spent $8.4 million in 1997 and $7.8

million in 1993.

The total amount raised by legislative candidates increased by 45 percent over

1993 figures ($26.9 million in 1997 to $18.6 million in 1993).

“It should also be noted that these figures, which represent the total fundraising
by legislative candidates, include funds carried over from the primary election, as well as

other past elections,” Herrmann stated.

A candidate is required to report “total receipts,” which include funds raised
during the general election cycle, along with funds carried over from prior elections. The
total fundraising figures, therefore, represent the total amount of funds available to be

spent by the candidates.



The Republicans raised 12 percent more than the Democrats in the general
election races for legislative office, but the Democrats spent slightly more. The
Republicans raised approximately $14.2 million and the Democrats raised $12.7 million;
the Republicans spent $10.5 million and the Democrats spent $10.8 million.
Independents raised only $13,099 and spent $12,530; these amounts are substantially
down from the 1993 figures ($198,811 was raised in 1993 and $193,192 was spent).
When 1997 is compared to 1993, fundraising for Independents is down 93 percent and

spending is down 94 percent.

Predictably, incumbent candidatés raised substantially more than the challengers.
In 1997, incumbents raised $16.8 million or 62 percent of the total amount raised ($26.9
million). Challengers raised $10.1 million, or 38 percent of the total amount raised.
However, when comparing incumbent/challenger fundraising reported in 1993,
incumbents in 1997 raised a smaller percentage of the total funds. In 1993, incumbents
raised 68 percent of the total funds raised, compared to the 62 percent raised in 1997.

Accordingly, it appears that challengers made advances in their fundraising efforts.

The Senate candidates raised more than the Assembly candidates in 1997,
whereas the Senate and Assembly raised about the same in 1993. In 1997, the Senate
raised approximately $15.7 million, and the Assembly raised approximately $11.2

million. In 1993, both houses raised approximately $9.3 million each.

There was one Statewide Ballot Question Committee which filed reports for the
general election. The “Clean Water Coalition, Inc.,” reportedly raised $65,300 and spent

$51,446 as of the 20-day postelection report on Public Question #2 (An Amendment to




the Stormwater Management and Combined Sewer Overflow Abatement Bond Act of
1989) and Public Question #3 (An Amendment and Supplement to the Water Supply

Bond Act of 1981).

This press release is a compilation of ﬁgurés reported to the Commission on the 20-
day postelection reports, due on November 24, 1997. Only those reports filed as of
December 2nd are a part of this release.

The figures contained in this release are subject to change after the reports are more
Sfully reviewed. Although the Commission has taken all reasonable precautions to
prevent any mathematical or typographical errors, the possibility that some may exist
cannot be entirely eliminated. Copies of any report on file with the Commission are
available for inspection during regular office hours. It should be noted that the
Commission has the ability to arrange the data in various formats upon request.

Also, please be reminded that certain candidates may maintain a total of two
committees per election: a single candidate committee and a joint candidates committee.
The figures representing fundraising and spending by a particular candidate may,
therefore, reflect the fundraising and spending of the candidate’s single candidate
committee plus a pro-rata share of the candidate’s joint candidates committee. For
example, if a candidate has a joint candidates committee consisting of two candidates,
one-half of the fundraising and spending by the joint candidates committee will be added
to the candidate’s single candidate committee figures.

The term “receipts,” as used in this press release, means fundraising for the 1997
general election, as well as funds carried over from the primary election (and other past
elections, if applicable). Therefore, receipts figures represent all funds available to the
candidate as of the 20-day postelection report.

Finally, candidates and committees may transfer funds among each other. Although
these transfers are compiled in the Commission's statistics, they are not transactions
which necessarily create new funds. Nevertheless, the Commission’s preliminary figures
create a useful indicator of overall fundraising and spending in the 1997 general
election.



20-Day Postelection Report

Receipts and Expenditures Totals
1997 and 1993

General Election

1997 1993
Total Raised $ 26,921,186 $ 18,595,892
Total Spent 21,250,944 15,239,052
Senate Raised 15,709,899 9,271,751
Senate Spent 12,899,564 7,391,687
Assembly Raised 11,211,287 9,324,141
Assembly Spent 8,351,380 7,847,365
Democrats Raised 12,706,477 8,691,408
Democrats Spent 10,757,817 6,999,377
Republicans Raised 14,201,609 9,705,673
Republicans Spent 10,480,597 8,046,483
Independents Raised 13,099 198,811
Independents Spent 12,530 193,192
Incumbents Raised 16,798,052 12,553,872
Incumbents Spent 12,244,085 9,765,970
Challengers Raised 10,123,134 6,042,021
Challengers Spent 9,006,859 5,473,082
Senate Democrats Raised 7,932,620 4,541,867
Senate Democrats Spent 7,019,503 3,451,566




T

Assembly Democrats Raised
Assembly Democrats Spent
Senate Republicans Raised
Senate Republicans Spent
kAssembly Republicans Raised
Assembly Republicans Spenf
Senate Independents Raised
Senate Independents Spent
Assembly Independents Raised
Assembly Independents Spent
Senate Incumbents Raised
Senate Incumbents Spent
Assembly Incumbents Raised
Assembly Incumbents Spent
Senate Challengers Raised
Senate Challengers Spent
Assembly Challengers Raised
Assembly Challengers Spent
Winners Raised

Winners Spent

Losers Raised

Losers Spent

4,773,858

3,738,314

7,766,372

5,869,724

6,435,238

4,610,874

10,907

10,338

2,192

2,192

9,452,542

7,126,664

7,345,510

5,117,421

6,257,357

5,772,900

3,865,777

3,233,959

18,383,750

13,523,321

8,537,436

7,727,623

4,149,541

3,547,811

4,662,299

3,872,668

5,043,374

4,173,815

67,585

67,453

131,226

125,739

6,373,186

4,800,217

6,180,686

4,965,753

2,898,566

2,591,470

3,143,455

2,881,612

12,900,363

10,148,587

5,695,530

5,090,465
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