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PRESS RELEASE

The New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC) has released the
names of candidates and treasurers who were fined for failure to comply with "The New
Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act"™ (the Act) during
the 1988, 1989, 1990, and 1991 calendar years, and whose fines remain outstanding to
date.

In each instance, the persons fined were given the opportunity for a
hearing before an Administrative Law Judge. Final Decisions were entered by the
Commission either following a hearing, after receipt of a waiver of hearing from the
parties being fined, or after having received no response from the parties being
fined.

Each of the cases listed is a case in which the fine has remained unpaid
for at least 90 days following issuance of the Final Decision and for which a written
request for payment has been made by the Commission. The letter requesting payment
advised the parties that the names of those persons whose fines remain unpaid would

be circulated to the press. Those cases for which the violation is identified as




"non-filing"™ of campaign reports are cases in which Commission records indicate the
party still has not filed campaign reports with the Commission for the particular
election involved.

The publication of this list ie a Commission procedure, begun with
complaints issued for calendar year 1988, designed to foster compliance, enhance
disclosure, and make enforcement more effective.

The Act requires that candidates spending more than $2,000 for an election
file detailed campaign reports (Form R-1) of their financial activities with the
Commission 29 and 11 days prior to an election and 20 days after the election.
Candidates spending $2,000 or less are required to;file a Form A-1 with the
Commission 29 days prior to an election. Where candidates were required to file R-1
Forms, fines were imposed jointly on the candidates and their treasurers.

The Act also requires that political committees spending more than $2,500
for an election in support of or opposition to a public question file detailed
campaign reports (Form R-1) of their financial activities Qith the Commission.
Political committees spending more than $1,000 for an election in support of or
opposition to candidates are also required to file detailed campaign reports (Form
R-1) with the Commission. Fines were imposed jointly on these political committees
and their treasurers.

Continuing political committees spending more than $2,500 in a calendar
year for election-related activity are required to file detailéd quarterly reports
(Form R-3) of their financial activity with the Commission. Continuing political
committees spending $2,500 or less are required to file a Form A-3 with the
Commission once a year. Fines for continuing political committees were jointly

imposed upon the committees and their treasurers. '




All candidates are notified by the Commission of their reporting
obligations. Candidates that fail to report are notified that reports have not been
received. The Act gives the Commission broad authority to initiate enforcement
actions against candidates and treasurers, including imposition of monetary
penalties. Factors considered by the Commission in levying fines include the number
of days the filing is late and any previous violations that are on record with the
Commission. Sheriff service fees may also be included in fine amounts.

This list also includes cases where candidates have failed to pay penalties
imposed for violations of the Gubernatorial Legisaltive Disclosure Statement Act
(Pages 5 and 10).

Copies of the Complaints and Commission Final Decisions are available at
the Commission offices at the National State Bank Building, 28 West State Street,
12th Floor, Trenton, New Jersey. ELEC’s lettgr to persons and entities not paying

their fines is attached.
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