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Advizory Oplulon Mo. 17-174R

Daar Mr. McDenough:

The Elactlon law Enlercement Comminxion has recelved your reguest
for an advisery odpilnlen and direcced me to izsue thls response. You have
asked whether a political sctien committes (PAC) may sxpend [unds for the
purpese of making 4 centvl[butien to a charitable srganizatlon,

In our telaphonse conversation, you advlsed chat che Midlantic
Scate Polltical Action Commiceee, a client of vour Flrm, Pecer J. McDonough
& fszoclates, wlahes te ceontrlbute funds to & chucch-$fpongored charltable
srganization providing assistancs for victims of the recent eacthquake
disaater in Atmetnla. %You have also asked whether candidates may donate
surplus campaign Funda for that purpose.

Comniselon Regulation W J A G, 19:23-7.4 (copy enclosed) expressly
provldes that surplus caspalgn funds may bes used Co wake donatlions to a
charltable organizaclon degcylbed in secticon 1T0(eY of the Internal Bavanus
Coda of 1955; ses speclflcally NoJ A G, 19:25-T.4({bi(5}. Alcheugh you have
not identified che specific charicable syganization to which you contemplata
zaklng contributlens, presumably aa a church-sponssred sntity conduscing
disaster ralief It quallfles umter the Incernal Revenue Code for Cax-exempt
atatus and la an appropriate charicahle enterprise for surplus funds.

Thank you for your inqulry.
Very truly yourx,

ELECTION LAW FWFORCEMEWT COMMISSION
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