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Re: ADYIZORY OPIHION 17-=1 987
Caay M3, Cimillucail

Your lertar dated December 7, 1%87 to the Naw Jearsay
Flectisn Law Enforcement Commissian {"the Commission"™ )l including
a request for advisory opinion has been Forwarded to me for
raply.

The MNew Jersey Campalgn Contribubions and Expenditures
Reporting Act ('"The Act") does not prescribe what uses of excess
funds are lawful or unlawful, The Cemmisalon has taken the
position ln its regulations that peracnal use of such funds is
obviously net appropriate, and the Commizsion would in Such case
forward svidence of such use to the appropriate law enforcemenk
agency. The Commission haa cgneluded that the Act does pot
prohibit the use of surplds campaign funds for any «f the
Following purposes or for apy other lawful purpose nokt involving
conversion For personal ase:

1. The paymant of cubstanding campalgn expensas;

2. Transmittal te another candidate, political committee,
or continulng pelitlcal cammitbee for the lawful purpo=e of such
cthar capndjidate or commithbee;

1, Tha pro rata repayment of conkributors, excapk Ehak
contributors of less than $100.00 may be exclodad from rapayment)

4, The repayment of loans made by a randidate to hig
campalgn whera the loan is darumented and reparted as such akt the
time it i3 made}

., Denation to any organization Aascribed in section 170(<c)
of tha Intarnal Revenua Code af 1354;
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§, Ratenktion by a candidate, political committea, or
centinuing political commibtee serving as the campaign commiktbes
of a candidate, in a separate campaign account establighad
pursuant ko R.J.5.A. |9:44a~12 For a Fukure election campalgn of
surh candidate, pollticzal ¢ommittee, or continuing pelitical
committea serving as Fhe campaian committee of a candldate.

ae set Farth in your letter, the remaining campaiqn funds,
approximately 31000, are intended to be used For a long range
planning seminar For the elected oFficials and selected staflf
personnel of the city of Summit. It may ke that the dispositicn
which you propose in your letter would qualifv as a donation to
an organizatlon described ln sestion 170{e) of the Intermal
Ravenue code. Whether or not that 18 50, it iz the view of tha
Commission that the use propos=d is sufflciently analogous Eo
that kind of use as Lo be proper.

accardlngly, based oo the Lacts presentad in your latter,
ineludlng the amount of Che Furmd ln queskbion and tha public
purpcse suggestad by your lebtber, the Commisslon will take no
excaption to the usa of surplus Funds For the purpogse, nob
involving conversion for personal use, degeribed in your lebker,

Jary Eruly yours,
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