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February 25, 1987

Mr. Lawrencs M. Marlis, FPreslident
East Orange General Hospltal

300 Ceantral Avenus

Fast Orange. Hew Jersey O0701B-2019

Re1 Advieory Opinlon Mo, 04-1967

Dear Mr. Mexrlla:

Your letker dated February 12, 1987 to the Chairman of the Hew
Jarsey Elaction Law Enforcement Commission ("the Conmlaglion™) '
ipeluding a regquest for advisory opinion has bean forwarded to me for

reply.

Tha Commiseion does not have authorlty to advise persons
genarally with respect to tha legality of their acticnas, since 1ts
authority is limited to the area of its responsihility, a epeclific
part of the alaction law of New Jersey, the New Jeraay Campaign
Contributions and Expendituresz Raporting Act (H.J.8.A. 19:44R-1}, and
~artain additicnal electlon-related statutes. Nothing in the laws
administared by the Commismion prohibits or limits cantrihuetions &
the apount of contributions by a person or organlzation, with certain
axceptlions which appear not to ba relevant baged on your latter.

The specific guestions which you raise, however, with respect to
activitiea by a hospital or by its profit or noet-for-proflt
affiliates or mubsidiaries would likely be governed by the non-profit
corporation statute containad in Title 15 of the statutss ot
New Jarsey, or similar kinds of lawe. Thasa laws ars cutside the
acope of tha law which ia adeinisterad by the Commissaion and
accordingly the Commissicn is not akle to provide an opinion wlth
reEpect to your guestiona.

For the same reazon, your quesktions with respect to the effasct
of contributions upon your tax status or the deductipility of such
contributions ars matters of Faderal tax law or of State tax law and
are again outside the jurisdleticn of the Commlesion.
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There are provisicons in the slaction lawe [othar than those
adninistered by the Commlssion) such am N.J.5.A. 19:34=-32 and
19:34-d5 which have the effect of prohibiting contributions by
certaln kindes of crganizatjons such as bapnks, insurance cogpanlinsa,
cagino interasts and regqulated industzies. Whils we do nob suggaat
that a hospital or any of its affiliates or subsidiaries is a
regulared industry, that kind of quastion is cna which would be
oittside the Jurisdiction of the Commismion and should pechaps be
addrasssd tor the Attorney deneral.

1 amw gorry we will not be able to provide you with a more
helpful response. but I am mure you are able to understand bthat we
are bound by the limits of our jurisdicticon.

¥ary truly yours.

NEW JEBGEY ELECTION LAW
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