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Jamwes 5, Marottn, Esguire k
248 Unlon Boulevard
Totowa, Hew Jereey 07512

Re: The Hew Jermey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures
Reporting Aot, Chapter 83, Laws of 1%7) as Anended and
Supplemented ["tha Act™)

Your letter Aated Septewber 19, 1986 ragarding Citizens
for Change in Coupnty Government, Fappaje County Patitlon
Drive - Filing Raquirements

A. O, OB-1586

Dear Mr. Maroblba:

Your letter dated Saptember 19, 1986 to the Naw Jersey Electiom
Law Enforcement Commission ("tha Commlesion™), Includlng a requast
for advisory opinion, hag been forwarded to ma for reply.

The proviaions of the Act are appllcable to slectlons, including
any elaction Iln which a public quastion 1 to be voted upon by the
voters of the State or any political subdivialon thereol. The tern
"pubhlic gquesticn™ in this context 1@ used apg defined in N.J.8.A.
19:1~1. Erpanditures and contributions with respect to such public
quastion are subject to the reporting and other requiramants of the
Aot

Conkributione made or expenditures Ipcurred aes part of an effort
Lo have a mattar placed on the hallot am a public guestion, and which
are made or Incurred pricr to tha tims whean the guestlon has been
certified by the clark or other afficial to bea placed on the bellot
as 2 public question, will constlitute contributians and expendl tures
with respect to a public queetion if the matter 1s ultimately
certifled to he placed on the bhallot a= a public guestlon.
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Conktrlbuticone and axpenditures involved in an effort to have a
mattar placed on the ballot wlll, therefore, pot be sublact ta the
reporting or other ragquirmments of the Act 1f the matter in guestion
ia not ultimately placad on the ballot as a public gquestlan.

Such contributlons and exrpendituras will, howsver, he suhject to
the reperting or other reguiremants of the Aot 1f the metter is
certified to be placed on the ballot as a public gueaticn, apnd will
then be teportable in the firat pre-election report in the same
manney ag contributions and expenditures which have beep incourred in
raspact of the public gquestion aftar i+ has bean cartifisd to be
PFlaced cn the ballot. For thies reason, accurate and cowplete records
of all oontributione and expenditure activity with respect to the
matter proposed to bhe a public guastion muat he paintained, so that
the applicable reporting requirements <ap be smet in the svent that
the matter propoeed is ultimetely certified to be placed on the
ballot ag a public guestion.

Yery truly yours,

Efdward J. PFarrsll
Legal Ocunsel

EJF :no

bra: Mr. Frederick M. Herrmann



