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Mareh 19, 1904

Gary Hoesenberg, Eagq,

Treasurer,

Campalgn Fund of Fatricia E, Eoch
24 Maln Street

Medison, M, J, 07940

Adviasory Upiolon No, 02=|19868

Dear Hr, Hogenberg.

Your letter to the Election Law Enforcemnt Commission requesting an
Advigery Opinion has bast tomsldersd by the Commizeion and 1 have baen directed
to lssue this rasponse. You bave asked whether cappaign fumde ramaining
umexpended in a campalgn account at the close of a candidary, (1l,e., surplus
campalgn funda} may be traneferred by the candldace to another account and used
for the purpoge of pybllzhlng a newsletter covering the candldate's activitiaex
e an elected offlcial.

Tou have written that Fatricila E. Ecch wae elected o the Town Coancil
of Morrigtown 1o cthe 1985 general election, Accovding to the campaign reports
filed on bahalf of her candldacy with che Commigeion on Jaounary 27, 1986, ghe
has an unexpended balance of £455.14 Iin her campaign sccownt. The teporr filed
on January 17, 1980 was declared by the candidete and voursgsalf as a (Inal
rapart, and no putstanding obligatlons ar dabtz from the campalgn are reported.
In your requezst for an Advigory Opindon, you ask whether this balance war be
transierred to & naw account entitled "Friends of Fatricia E. Koch," and may he
applied for the purposas of publishing g newsletter to Ms. Eoch's constituents.

The authority of the Commission to issue Advisorr Opinilons iz limlted
to questions arieing under the provisions of "The New Jersey Campaign
Contributions and Expenditures Repotting Act:" asee N, J.5.A, L9;404-6(Ff). The
Reporting Act does oot prescribe what uses of surplus campeign funds are
permlisaible and, acecordingly, the Cocommigeion does not have jurisdicrion to
aXpreas sn oploion in thle regard. Mwvertheless, the Commizslon hag taken the
peditden that peraomal uwes of such eurplus campalgn funde may be subject to the
Juriediction of criminal authoritfes aod, 1f ths Commiseion treceives evidance of
#silch parsonal uee, it will forward guch svidence to the appropriate
prosecutoriel guthorikr, The Commission belleves, however, that the use of
sutplus campalgn funda for ehe purpose of clrgulating the views of an alectad
affice holdsar to the conastituents of that office holder does oot raige any {ggue
of parsoual use.



In tepard to reporting requlrements concerning your contemplared use
ol the surplug campaign fundz, the Commigalon agrees that the repart filad on
behalf of Mp. Foch on Jenuary 27, [286 wae properly desigosted as a {inal
teport, aod a8 to that candldacy she has no further veporting requivemente.
Houwever, In the evant thac Wa. Koch becomes a candidate in some futurq eleccfon.
and usas chwse campalgn funde for campalgn purposes, veporting requiremencte may
arize. For s«¥eamplw, il the surpluz ie applied tewards the coat of & newsletter
that hae the effect of promoting 4 futuce candidacy oF Me. Epch, the cost of the
newsletter and the source of the funde used (o meet thoss costs would be sub|wect
to reportiog in the context of that futurs election. However, in the ghsence of
8 uge that ls related to some future campaign, no Eurther reporting obligaglon
acisen.
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