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Jun& 11, 1985

Mr, BRobert Moro
74 Skytop Road
Cedar Grove, Hew Jergey 07009

Ra: Advieory Opinion Ho. 9-15385
Dear Wr. Moro;

! have bean asked Py the New Jersey Elaction Law Enforcamant
commipsion to reply to your letter dated May 30, 1585, with
reference to your reporting obligatian in connacticon with the
lettgr from Citlgens for Good Government of Cedar Grove datad May
1, 14985.

The Commisglon concurs with your opinion that you do not have
to mccept tha allocaticn of the unsolicited contribution of
$270.48 in the circumatances of this caesa.

The genaral rule ig that the reporting obligation extends Lo
all contributions on behalf of the candidacy of a candidatae,
whether or not those contriputione are solicited. This includes
the raporting of the allocation of ipdependent expanditures made
on behalf? of a capdidate. In the case of & campalgn piece
advocating the alection of named candidates, thera norpally wou Lo
he no queation but that the expanse would properly he allocated
among those candidates.

There iz, however, & fundamental right of a capdidate to
rejeact any contributicn, ineluding a contributign in the form of
an independent expenditure. Whether a candldate has made 2 gocd
faith rejection of such a contribeticon promptly upon becoming
aware of it, ls in most cases a guestion of fact. BPased upon the
facts st forth in your letter, including the fact of your public
rejection of tbe contribution, the Commission ig satlisfied that
the tast i met in this case.
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There may be an obligation of a candidate to report the fact
of receipt of such a contribution together with an approprlate
dizclaimer. Wa need not conpider that guestion at this time, as
the Comnission deems your letter of requast to ke sufficlient
notice to the Commiasion of the fact of the receipt and of the
rejection.

Yery truly Yours.

HEW JERBEY ELECTION LhW
EMFORCEMENT COMMIESION

By _
Edward J. Farrell, Counsel
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