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I have been asked by the New Jersey Election Law Enforcemsnt
Conmi@gsion to reply to your letter oF May 1, 1965, in which you

inquire as to the lagality of a proposed fundraieing plan involving
"Calabrity Card”®.

The Election Law relating to candidates and campalgns which im
ndministered by the Commission is, with the exception of alecticns
relating to the office of Governor, limited to appropriate
dimelogure of campaign contributions and expenditures. The
Conmizeion has ng jurisdiction outside of the area of appropriete
digelogure and, accordingly, takes no position wlth respect to the
lawfulneas of particular fundraiging or cawpaign ackivities. Thers
ig pothing in the Hew Jersey Campaign Contributions and
Expanditures Reporting Act which would render the proposal you have
described uplawful. The entire amount of the contributicn would be
reportabls ag a contribution and the amountz forwarded to
“Calebrity Card” would ke raportable as sxpenditures. To tha
extent that the procedures resulted in discounts by restaurents or
ather establishments involwved, there migpt be ralsed questions of
allocation of in kind comtribetiopns. I would suggest that you
contact the Commission for assistance in dealing with the raporting
requirements should that occaslon arise.

We do ralse two notes of cauticon., First, other provisions of
Hew Jersey law, not under the jurisdiction of tbe Copmiesion,
prevant contributicns by particular kipde of organlzations.
including casinog and casine conkrol groups. Wa &Ipress No oplnion
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with respect to whether the fundraleing propeosal you describta would
in gome clrcumetances constitute ap unlawful contribution by a
capine Or a caslno control group. We would suggest you consult the
Cagino Control Commisslon whose address and telephons number are
listed below if you wish to pursue that gquestlon.

Eecond, tha literature describing the propasal inclufdaz a
gtatement that the coptribution to the campaign of the candldate
would be completely tax deductible. Wnile we have serions doubt
that that is an accurate descriptlon of existing federal and New
Jersey state tax law, particularly in the abzence of some elament
of charitabple contribution, we express no opiniop with respect to
that guegtion, The guestion Ehould be directed to your tax counssl
or to the Internal Revenue Service or the New Jarsey Department of
Taxation.

Youra very truly,

HEW JEEEEY ELECTION LAW EWPORCEMENT
COMMIESL COH
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ward J. Farrell

Legal Counmel
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Cagino Coptrol Commisslidon
7131 Princeton Fike, Bldg. 5
CH 408

Trenton, Hew Jersey Q8625
Telephone - 1-609-2%2-7730

bBoo: Mr. Fraderick Herrmann




