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Dear Ma. Jurgel:

Your letter to the Election Law Enforcement Commissiom requesting an
Advisory Opinlon has been considered by the Commission and I have heen directed
to issue this respomge., You have esked whather you may designate a campaign
account for the purpeses of receiving poymencs for tickets to e "thank you"
perty ion honer of Senator James F. Vreeland, and whether money recaived or
paymencts made for the effalr would he subject to tha reporting requirements of
the New Jersey Campaign Contrihurions and Expenditurea Reporting Act, N.J.S5.A.
19:444-]1 er seq. {(hereafter the Ace)}, '

You heve writcen chat a "chank you" party ie heing orgmnized to huner
Senator ¥reeland. As of che date of the propoeed event, February 4, 1984,
Seueccr Vreeland will mo longer be an elected official. You wrire thet a benk
sceount under che name "Ciltlzens for James P. Vreelend” wea estnblighed eevergl
vears age and is perlodicelly used to purchaae tickers on behalf of Semator
Vreeland to fund raising events conducted by cotbher candidates. The records of
the Commission show that on January 18, 1982, a filoel report wese submitted by
Senatnr Vreelend moncerning transactions in the 198] geperal election from en
gccount maintained under the name "Citizens for Jamee P. Vreeland", Acconnt
No, 271-0081~2, st the Citizens First Netlonsl Benk of New Jersey, 716 Main
Street, Boomton, New Jersey (hereafter, Cltizens Account). The final Teport
submitted for the Citilzens Account disclosed that the balapce of $6,241.27 would
be transferred to 2 furure primary election. However, you heve orally sdvised
the Commiseion staff that not all of the bhalance was 5o transferred, and ther
the account remalns actlve.

For the reasons oteted below, the Commission helieves That the Cici-
zena Acrount should not he used for [inanclel transactions related to the
contemplated celehration party. Whatever halance may currently exist in the
Citizens Account, it ie clear rhat these funds derive from contributioms to past
capdidecles of Senstor Vreelend. Therefore, they can be characrerized as
lefrover contributions, that 1a contrihuticona thar were received by & candidste
but were not in fact expended in furtherance of hils campaign.
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The Commiseion has tsken the position in prior advisory opinions that
personal use of campaign funds by candidares 1s not approprimte, and 1in such a
case would forwsrd evidence of such a2 use to the Atrornay General pursusnt to
N.J.5.4. 19:44A-6(b)(10). Since che celebration appears to be entirely of a
personal nature and has no cempaign relatienshlip, the Commlesion believea it
would bes inappropriate bo use & campalgn scepunt such as the Citigzens Accounc
for this purpose. The acc does not spaclfically address icaelf co what uaes are
parmlagibhle for lefrovar cempalgn concributionsg, and therafore cthe Commlassion
has concluded ic lacks jurisdictlon to edvise candidacea as to specific uaes,
other than to cbserve that personal use cennot be permitted.

Adsguming thet e aeparate account is eacsblished, and chat account 1s
nor ueed to defrey any peset campalgn expsnses of Senator Vreeland, or any oCher
campsign purpose for anmy orhar candidate or commictee, the Commissiom believes
there would nor be any cbligetion Lo Teport contriburiona or digbursemeuts
related exclusively to the “thank you™ celebracion affsir.

Yery truly yours,
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