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ADVISDRY OFINION WO, 20-1983

heer Mr. Volk:

Your letter to the Election Law Enforcement Commission requesting sm
edvisory cplnion has heen coneidered by tha Commission and I have been directed
to issue thls responpe, You heve asked whether the Campeign Contributions end
Expenditures Reporting Acc, W.J.5.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. (hereafter, the Act)
specifies what uses are permlssible for left-over cempaign funds, Eigdly he
advisted that the Act does not address itself to this queacion, end therefore
the Commiseion lacks jurisdicrion to issue en advisory opinign.

Tou were e candidate for the State Apsembly in Legisletive Discrict
Ho. 28 in the 1983 general election. You have filed with rhe Commission e
15~day posc-electlon repert that Indicates tbat the campaign fund has e belance
of $240. You heve asked rhe Commission whether you may expend all or part of
chis sum for & post-electicn perty, or vhether you may trensfer such funds to
a civic esscoclat{cn In your mame, or In the ueme of gome othar person.

The jurisdiction of the Comnlssilon to ilssue advisory opinione is
limited to whecther a glven set of fects comstitutes 8 viclatlon of eny of the
provisions of the Act. N.J.5.4, 19:44A-6(f). The Acr does not specifically
address icaelf to the permissible uses of contributions which may remain at the
termination of @ candidacy. Since the euthority of the Commisslon 1s limited
tc the provisions of the Act, the Commisaion econcludes thar it i1g unable ro
expresg an opinilou with respect to inquiries thet do not reise possihle violatious
of the Act. The Acc forms a part of rbe election law of New Jermey which is
containad in Title 19 of the Wew Jersey stacutas. The remainder of the election
law 1 under the jurisdiction of tha Artorney Geperal of New Jersey.

The Commission does Tetain jurisdiction to edvise as to tha reporting
requirements of campeign funds. TYou therefors are required to report to the
Commisgion what ultimate disposition ia made cf the remsining balance., In tha
event thet cthe funds will be applied for some future candidacy of yourself, or
gaome other person, chey would again be subjecr co reporting requirements in the
context of chat future elaction. While the Commiesion does not have juriadietinn
to edvise what uses ere permlsaible, it has taken the position that any persooal
usa of campeipn funds acr any time 1s not approprilate snd in such & case would
forvard evidence of guch personal use to the Attorney Genarsl. Howevar, osa of
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remaining campaign funds for a post-election perty for campaign workers would not
be cause for such referral, as preyicusly atated by the Commissicn in Adviascry
Opinion 06-1980.

The Commis®ion wishea to edvise you thet it has supperted Senate Bill ¥o. 1195
which would extend the jurisdiction of the Commiesion to the iseue of permissible
uses of remaining cempeign fuude, ond therefore provide the Commieeion with greater
opportunity to provide guidance to cendidetes. That bill has baen passed by the
Stece Senate but is currently pending in the Scate Assembly.

Very truly youra,

Election Law Pnforcement Commission

e Brine, Pops

GREGORY E,
Staff Couns
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