State of New Jersey

COMMISSIGRERS: ELECTIONLAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
ANOREW C. AXTELL HATIOMAL STATE HANK HLDG., BUITE 1215
CHA|RMAN 28 W, ETATE STREET, CH-184 SCOTT A WEINER
TRENTO M, NEW JERSEY (0808 EXECUTIYE DIRECTOR
M. AQEERT DECOTIIS
[aoR) IRT-AT00
YICE CHAIRWLALN
HAY DN FROCTOR ECrFARD J. FARRELL
ALEXAMDER P, WALLH, JA COUNSEL

Movember 15, 1983

Dennia F. La Hiff, Eaq.
Felice For Assembly

P.0. Box 5

12-51 River Eoad

Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410

ADVISORY OPINION NO, 18-1983

Desr MWr. Lea Hiff:

Your letter to the Bleetion Law Enforcement Commiselon requesting
an Advigory Opinien hae been considered by the Commlasicn and I heve been
directed to lseue thie reeponse. Yon have asked what permissihle usea may
he mpade of leftover contributioms, that ia contributipns that wera received
by & candidste bur were not expended in furtherance of the campaign. Por
the reasona atated herein, the Commiseicn is unahle to express an opinion
in regard to your inquiry.

You have written thet the "Felice For Assemhly" campeign
anticipaces char the depository acenunt will have a leftover belance from
contributions received even after all the hilla snd debte of the campaign
have heen paid. WNicholas R, Felice wee © candidete for the State Asaemhly
in Legielative Diatrict No. 40 in the 1983 geueral election. The candidate
filed campaign reports with the Commisalon, which were eigned hy yourself
es tresasurer, and che reports indicated that a campeigu hank account wee
maintained undar "Felice Campaign Commitree" et the Valley Netionel Bank,
Acnouut Ma, 001-11721-1, The Commiaseion presumes thet it is rhis acecouut
to which you refar in this inquiry. You heve acated your intentiom ie to
hold the belance until the next legislative campaign by the candidate in
Ewo yesara,

The jurisdicticn of the Commiselon to iseue Advisory Opinicme ie
limiced to whether e given eet of fects comstitutes a violetion ¢f any of
the procedures of the Campelgn Conmtributlome and Expanditursa Act, N.J.S5.A.
19:44A~1 et seq. (hareafrer, Che Act). This Act forms & perc of cthe
elaction law of New Jersey which 1s uoncained ion Title 19 of the New Jerasey
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Statutes., The remainder of the election law is under the jurisdiction of
the Atrorney General of Kew Jergey.

The Act does not specifically address itself to the permissible
use of contributions deposited in campalgn depoasitory bank accounts
purgugnt to N.J,5.4. 19:44A-12 which may remain at the terminaktion of the
candidacy. 3ince rhe authority of the Commission is limited to the
proviaions of the Act, che Commission cencludes that it is unshle to
express an opinien with the respesr ko Inquiries that do not roncern
poesible viclations of che Act.N.J.5.A. 19:44A-6(f). However, as you heve
noted in your inquiry, the Commission hae raken the position that personal
uees of campaign funde would not be eppropriate and in such & case would
forward evidence of such e use to the Atcorney Genaral.

The Commiselon hes snpported Senate Bill Wo, 1195 which would
extend the jurisdiction of the Commiseion to the issue of permissible usas
of left-over cempaign fonds, and rherefore provide greeter guidance to
candidates., That bill has been passed by the State Senste, hut is
currently pending in the State Assemhly.

In your inquiry, yon ersce that there is a type of bank account
designated as "Friends of - - -" wvhich may be nsed hy an officae holder
afcer an election for non~cempnign expenses. The Commission speculatas
thet the account you may have in wind is the legislntive cffice sccount
which legislstors are permitced to use for office expenses. Such accounts
are under the jurisdiction of the Joint Legislative Commission on Ethical
Standarda. Therefore, the Commission suggests chet you submit any
ilnquiriee you may have concerning leglsletive office sccounts to Albere
Porroni, Legislative Counsel and Director, Division of Legel Services,
Office of Legislative Services, Stnte Housge Annex, {N-052, Trenton, N.J.
08625,

Very truly yours,

ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSIOR
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CREGORY E. NAGY L)
Staff Couusel
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