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ADVISORY OQPINION NO. 11-1583

Dear Ms. Ransky!

Your letter to the Electicn Lew Enforcement Commlssion requesting su
Advisory Opinion-has been considered hy the Commission and I have been directed
te lssue this respenae. You have acked whecher the MNew Jersey Chapter of the

American Physlcal Therspy Assoclation must repert as a lobbying expenditure the
v cost of s smell gift made by the Associerion to eech leglslater in connection
.- with enactment of the Physical Theraplst Licensing Act, L. 1983, ¢.295, Tor
ressons stated herein, the Commission finds on the Facte aubmitced thact the
Associstion 1s nor required to report the cost of the glft hecsnse such cost
was fncurred after the enactment of leglslstlieon, and cherefore is not considered
a " . . . direct, express and intenctional communicatien with legilsletors .

underteken for the specific purpose of affecting legisletion during the previnus
year," N.J.5.4, 52:13C~22.1.

You have written the Commission that afrer the Physical Therapibts’
‘Licensing Act was signed Into law on August 4, 1983, the Association made e
emell gift of an umbrella, obtained ar the cost nf §4.58, to each State legis-
lator.. The card on the package sent to the legislators ldentified rhe Aasociation
ag tha donor, end indicated the gifc was in appreciation for the adoprcion of
the Physicel Therspisc Licensing ‘Act.

Tnitially, the Commissicn chserves thet unlesa cha Asgocletion expends
more than §2,500 fer purposes of lobhying in New Jersey in the 1983 celender
yeer, the Assoclation ie not required te file an annusl report of lobbying
expenditures pursuent to N.J.S.A, 52:13C-22.1, However, apguming thac che
tsgocistion deoee exceed that threshold amcunt, tha quescion presented by chie
inquiry 1s whecher expenditures for the umbrellss afcer the enectment of the
legislarion would require that expenditure re be liered in the ennual raperrt.
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. -The term "legislation™ {5 defined to include " . . . all bills,

i resolurions, amendments, nominations and appointments pending or proposed in
eirher House of the Legislature, and all bille and resolutions which, having
passed both Houses, are pending approvel hy the Governor.™ N.J.S.A. 52:13C-20{b)
The facts you have suhmitted indicare that the Assoclation made the expenditure
in quesclon afrer the gnactment of the Phyeical Theraplsts Licensing Act and
without any prior pledgeor commitment to eny legislator. Therefore, the gifts
are related to & statute enacted into law, not to a pending or proposed bill,
or to a bill pending approval by the Governor., If the gifts had been made or
pledged prior to the date of enactmant, they would be eubject to reporting
because the accompanying cerd expressly relntes chose gifte co the Phyaleal
Therapieras Licensing Acc.

Tery truly yours,

KEW JERSET ELECTION Lﬁﬂ ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
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