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ADVISORY CPINION No. 0O4-1983

Dear Mr. Collins;

Your letter to the Electlen Law Enforcement Commiseion reqnesting an
adviscry cpinion has heen consldered by the Commissicn and I have been directed o
lesue thils response. You heve asked the Commlesion to determine vhether che
provisione of N.J.5.A. 1%:34-45, a statute prohilhiting cercmip cerperascions from
making political contributions, hae any application to Shell 011l Company. For

. the reasons set forth below, the Commisslon must deeline undertsking the advisory .
oploicn you seek becsuse 1ts jurisdiction 1a limited to questions sriaing under=~
the provisicns of the Campaign Contribtulons and Expecditures REeporting Act {here-
inefter, the Act) N.J,S5.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. However, the Commieelon wlll refer
your inquiry ce the Atterney General of tbhle Stete for hile ecnelderation.

The jurisdiction of the Commission to ilesue adviecry oplploos ia limited to
whethér .a given sat of facta consticute a violatien of sny of tha provisions af the
Aet. HLJLS.A. 19:44A~6(f). The prohibition sgainsat carcain corporations making
contributiooa to candidetes for public electiwve office in this State 1ie umot
included in the Reporting Act, but sppearsa in Chapter 34 of Title 19 of the Revised
Statutes, specifically N.J.S5.4. 19:34-45. Any violeclon of Chapter 34 gives rise
to criminal sanctioums. N.J.8.4, 19:34-1. Therefora, the Commission must respect~
fully decline yocmr requeat for an Advisory Opinlon.

Yoo heve writetec that Shell Q11 Company le 8 Delaware corporatlion which 1s
ragistered and licansed to do businese in the Scate of Hew Jarsey, Shell 01l
Company, end ite subsidieriss, collectivaly are engagad in cha explorstion for,
prodoction, transportscipn and marketing of ecruds ¢il &nd netural gas. The Shell
Fipeline Corporeticn, a wholly-owned eubeldiary, i& lo the buainess of building and
operating pipelines. That corporation haa the Tight to condemn lsnd to bonlld some
pipe lines, but 1a pmoc licensed to trensect business in this Etate From thia facc
puttern, you hava asked Ltwo quesrions:

1. Whether tbe 5hall 011 Company comes moder the ambit of the prohibition
contailned 1o the statute agalnat any cﬂrporatian carrying o0 the businasse
of "....gas, electric light, heat or power...,"




2, Whether the $hell 011 Company comes under the smbit of che prohibition
' by virtue of ownership of a subsidiary coyporation which hgs rhe
right to condemn land even rthough that subsidiary 1s not licensed
to transacc business in this 5tate and does not operate within rhe Stace.

While rhe Commission Is unable to exercise jurisdicrion in this matter,
it believes that the questicons you have ralsed are of impertance. Therefore,
the Commisaion has nndertazken, with yonr concurrence, sybmizssion of these issnes
to the Actorney General of this State for hia consideration. The Commission will
advise you upon receiving any opinion from che AttoTney General.

Very troly yours,

GREGORY E. NAGY
Etaff Counsel
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