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Summit, New Jergey 07901

Re: ADVISORY OPINION No. 021-19812

Dear Ms. Broek:

Your letter to the Elecrion Law Enforcement Commission requesating an
advizory opinion has heen considered by the Commisslon and I have been directed
to issue this response. Tou have asked whether the Women's Polirleal Caucus of
New Jersey which you describe es a multi-partisan organizatien whose purposes,
among nthers, include inereasing the numbers of women elected to public office
and supporting candidatee whose posltlona who are sympatherie to the organizarion,
has any obligacion pursvant to the Campaign Contributlone and Expenditures
Reporting Act {(N_.J.53.A. 19:44A-1 et seq.} to fille reports wirh che Commission.
For the reasons scated herein, you are hiereby advised that under the facts
submitted, che Women's Political Caucus is required to file eampaign raporte
whenever ir contribures more chan $1,000.00 ro support or defeat a candidate.

You have informed the Commission that the Women's Political Caucns does
not solicit or accept eampaign concributlons. Further, you have writren that che
organization wam originally advlsed by the Commission staff in 1976 that 1t had
no filing obligatiens becaun=e of this Eaet. Tou have brought zo the attention
of the Commission 1ts Advisory Opinicn #32-76, dared Septemher 27, 1976. The
Comulssion understands that Adviscry Opdnion to srate that independent county
affillates of che 5tate organlzeticon may have filing oblipaticns Iindependsnt of
the Stmie organlzacicn.

Alrhough the Women's Political Caucus does not solicit or accept campaign
contriburiona, the organization does endorse candlidatas and perlodically makes
contributicns from its general treasury. Such contributlons are made solely by
the deeision of the Scmra Sreering Committee of the orpganizacion. Your lecter deoes
not indicate how funde are railsed for the general treaaury other than o state that
the organlzatien does sponsor fund-raising affairs at which candidates may be
honored guests. Tiekers or publicity for such affalrs request donaticne to the
organization, not che candidate. Finally vou indicate thar there are some couniy
affiliated units whieh make' contributions in a similar manaer from their respective
general treasurles.



The Reporting Act defines the term "polirical commitree™ at N.J.S.A.
19:444-3{1) as follows:

"The term 'political committee' means any twe or more
persona acting jolntly, or any corporatiom, partmership,
or any other incorporated or unincorporated assoclation
whirh is organized ro, or doea, sld .or promote the
nomination, election or defeat of any candidate or
candldates for public offlce, or which 1s organlzed to,
or doas, ald or promote the paasape or defeat of a public
queation Iin any election.™

The Commisslon 1s satlsfled vnder the facts submitted dm your Inguiry that
the Women's Polirical Cancus 1s a "pelitical committee” under rhe rerms of the
above definition. A scated objective of the organization 1s. to sypport cnndidates
whose posltions on issues 1s favored by the organizaticon. To the exrent it hazs and
carries out such & purpose, 1t 1e organized to and dees ald or promote candidates

and meeta tbe definiticn of "polirical commictee". '

Political committees are required to f1le 25 and ? day pre-elecrlon reports
and 15 and 60 day post-election reports pursuant to the provialons of N.J.S§.A.
19:444-8 and 19:44A-16. Farther, such commirress must establish a benk account for
the deposit of campaign conrributicmns. N.J.8.A. 19:444-10. However politiral
commlttees nor zeting in concerr with a candidare or any other political commltree
in supporc or defeat of a cnndidate, are not reguired to flls reperts unleas they
expend more rthan $1,00¢.00 co support or defeat suech canddldate. Commilsailon

Regulatfon N.J.A.C. 19:25-12.5,

_ “The Commisslon doés not express any opinion concerning rhe filings that may .
be required independently by connty nffiliated units of the Women's Political Canmcus,
other than to resffirm ita opinion as expressed in Advisory Opinion #32-76 roe the
effect that such county. organizaticons may constiture separate politlical commirrees
with filing obligatlons independent of those of the State Committae. The Commission
does not have enough informarion for it to determina whether the county affiliated
orgnnlzactlions may report Jolntly with the 5tate organizationm.

Very truly yours,
ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
oy oaeeoky £, naG
Staff Counsel
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