eRusSell_Fieming; Jr., Esq.
. One Elizabethtown Plaza
g Ellzabeth, New Jersey 07201

"Dear Mr. Flemlng-

" Election Law Enforcement Commission (“The Commission"), -
“#ncluding a request Ffor adv1scry oplnlon, has been for—
_gwarded to me for reply. : - R

o referred to 1n your letter, provzdes as foll

~public guestion i

~'11catlon of polltlcal 1nformatlon generally.

. - Suite 1114 U AL0. 94-1973
. : 2B West State Street o s
Trenton, New Jersey (8608

December 31,1973

-'Réé The New Jersey Campalgn Contrlbutlons

and Expendltures Reporting Acty P.L.
©. 1973, C. 83, "The Act"
Your Letter Dated November 20, 1973

Your letter of November 20 1973 to the New Jersey

1. N J. S. A. 40: 4la—ll, a part of . statutue'

-,Qn"The Charter Study Comm1551on shall hold A
- publig hearlngs, may hold private hearings, = -
. spon ‘public forums and othérwise provide
;. for the widest possible disseminatien of =~ .-
.. information and the. stimulation of public '~
discussion respecting the purposes and .
progress of 1ts work " S

The prov151ons of. the Optlonal County Charter Law, N;J;-K

‘8. A. 40:41la-1 and follow1ng, including the section quoted

above,. support. the conclusion that activities of the kind

" described in your letter were intended by the 1egislature to
.be carried out by Charter Study Commissions. In the opinion = |
- of the Commission the carrying on of such activities does not - -
" gonstitute the Charter Study Commission a ‘*Political :Information .-

Organization" withiqg the meaning of the Act at any time’ prlor
to the date of filing of a final report with the County clerk

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40: 41a—12._ .

Act1v1t1es of the Charter Study Comm1351on of the klnd

'described in your letter after the date of filing of final
' report may be activitiesg respecting a public question. In that :

event the Charter Study Commission or any other two or more -:r,

. persons might constitute a Political Information Organization,

and be subject to the reporting requirements of Section 16 of .
the Act relating to elections, if such Policital Information 6*‘1',‘
instituted a fund for the purposeﬁ'of the election, or other- )
wise acted in some substantial manner to aid or promote the
passage or defeat of a public question in an election. The
collection and publication 6f political information with -~ .. -
respect to such publication would not be regarded as an action . .
promoting in a sugﬁtantlal manner the passage or defeat of a

én election unless the surrounding circum-
stances, including ' the tone of the publlcatlon, the preserice
6f editorial comment, or other persua51ve clrcumstances, show.
that the publication is, in fact, an expendlture aimed at the

passage or defeat of a public question, and . not 51mply pub- j"_ .
. Whether the spec1f1c-
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activities subsequent to the filing of the final report would
constitute such act1v1ty is a question of fact and the Comm15510n
expresses no oplnlon on that question in this letter.

Yours very truly,

NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW
ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION

Edward J. Farrell Esq.v
Legal Counsel :
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