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Degr Mr. Watson:®

I am writing on .behalf of the Election Law Enforcement
Commiasion in rasponse to your letter dated April 28, 19460 requasting
an Advisory Opinion. The Commizsion wishes to express its regret in
the delay in respeonding to this requeszt. You hawve asked whether the
ingeption of your candidacy for publie office and the resulting estah-
lighment of a campaign depository bank account precludes pursuant to
the Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act (H.J.5.4.
19:44A~] et meq.) contributions being made to a booster zlgb estab-
lished in your bhehalf, For the reasons stated herein, you are advised
that contribution= ta the booster ¢lub may continue.

You have informed the Commission that at a3 date prier te your
becoming a candidate you filed a designation of a treasurer with the
Camnmisgion and sstablished a bank depositery for the John S, Watson
Boosater Ciug. Memberships are gold in tae club, and presumably they
are a source of contributions deposlted in the bank depositery. Sub-
sequent to the estzblishment of the John 5. Watsen Booster Club, you
becams a candidate for poblic office in the 1980 primary election.

As a candidate, yvou are required by the Beporting fAct to designate a
treazurar and bank depositery [or your campaign, and to report the

gontribuktions and expenditures of that campalan., W.J.5.4. 19:24p-9
19:34A-16.

Hothing contaldned in the Reporting Act would preclude the
glubh from continuing te agcept membarships and other copitributions
for its treasury. If the club makes expenditures on behalf of your
candidacy, or sclicits contributions for your campaign, it then weould
become an association promoting yoor nemipation and as such be deamed
a "political committee" as that term is defined by N.J.S5.8, 19:44A-3(1).
In its capacity as a "poalitlcal committes,” the Booster Club would be
reppongible for [iling pre—ele¢tion and post-dlection reporte of its
contrilbptions and expenditures pursumnt to the requirements ofF 8.J,.5.B.
19:44A-8. That regquiremenkt exists in addition to the regulrement that
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